ARISTOCRATIC ENGLAND
the exception of the ill-known territory of Brazil; and for the
rest of America there were only the Dutch and English colonies,
now under the English Crown, perhaps 200,000 people, and on
the frozen banks of the St Lawrence a few thousand Frenchmen.
This great Empire of Spain was in danger of partition. The
King of all that vast extent of territory was Charles II, the son
of Philip IV, who had died in 1665. Charles II was physically
weak, his death had been expected at any time during the last
twenty-five years, he had no heir: his elder sister (the daughter
of his father's first marriage) was Louis XIVs Queen. When
he died who should succeed him ?
The legitimate heir was Louis XIV's wife, Maria Theresa.
She had on her marriage renounced (as was almost invariably
done in similar cases) for herself and her descendants her rights
to the throne of Spain. But these renunciations were easily got
over on one pretext or another—her dowry had never been
properly paid, and that could be claimed as a breach of contract.
Moreover, Louis XIV had made an arrangement years before
with the Emperor (another principal claimant, a grandson of a
former King of Spain) that the French Queen's renunciation of
Spanish rights should not count. Apart from the Imperial
family, there was the child of the Elector of Bavaria, descended
from another sister of the reigning King of Spain.
All these complications do not much concern the history of
England save in as far as they produced what was called the
War of the Spanish Succession, in which an English general
of genius, Marlborough, obtained great glory, but which had
little result upon the development of England.
After the Treaty of Ryswick had been signed there had been
a first agreement at a partition of the Spanish Empire between
the various claimants, of whom the chief was the King of
Spain's own great-nephew, a boy, the son of the Elector of
Bavaria. This boy died in 1699, ^e second year after the
treaty, and that death made a very great difference. The
Spaniards had already become first annoyed, then anxious, and
at last fiirious at the idea of their great territories being divided
between various claimants; and they would certainly support
any claimant who could promise to maintain the unity of their
whole Empire. Such a claimant was most obviously found in
a descendant of Louis XIV's Queen, the representative of the
elder branch of the Spanish monarchy. Charles II had made
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